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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
President’s Advisory Board on Arms
Proliferation Policy
July 17, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 1601(d) of Public

Law 103–160 (the ‘‘Act’’), I transmit here-
with the report of the President’s Advisory
Board on Arms Proliferation Policy. The
Board was established by Executive Order
12946 (January 20, 1995), pursuant to section
1601(c) of the Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 17, 1996.

Remarks to the Women’s Leadership
Forum
July 17, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Q. Love you, Mr. President!
The President. Thank you. [Laughter] I

hope you’ve had half as good a time tonight
as I have. I want to thank Senator Dodd and
Chairman Fowler for being here. I want to
thank all of the leaders of the WLF, and es-
pecially I thank my friend Carol Pensky. And
I thank you, Cynthia Friedman, for the enor-
mous work you have done, especially at this
time. We thank you for being such a brave
and good friend. Thank you.

I enjoyed being up here with my team.
Sometimes I hate to be last, you know. The
very first speech I ever gave as a public offi-
cial, 20 years ago, January of 1977, I was at-
torney general. I went to a Rotary Club in-
stallation banquet. It’s one of these deals that
starts at 6:30; there were 500 people there.
Everybody in the crowd but four people got
introduced; they went home mad. [Laughter]
I got up to talk at a quarter to 10. And the
guy that introduced me was the only person
there more nervous than me, and the first
words out of his mouth was, ‘‘You know, we
could stop here and have had a very nice
evening.’’ [Laughter] Now, he didn’t mean
it that way. [Laughter] At least I don’t think

he did. But we could stop here and have had
a very nice evening. [Laughter]

I want to say about Tipper Gore, you
know, we share the same birthday; therefore,
we are under the same—but she’s younger
than I am. Therefore, we are under the same
sign. We have the same sort of enthusiasm
about life. And she is always irreverently
puncturing my balloon. [Laughter] But I ap-
preciate her for many things, but the story
that the Vice President told you about what
she said when she heard Senator Dole was
resigning from the Senate is true. If this
country had a hundred people as committed
to mental health reform and adequate mental
health care as she is, we could solve that
problem in a matter of months.

I want to say—let me just give you an ex-
ample—when I tell people all the time that
Al Gore is the most important Vice President
in history and he has done more than any-
body else ever has, really I’m bragging on
myself, you know, because I think I showed
such good sense in selecting him. [Laughter]
And besides that, the more he does, the more
likely it is I can play golf a couple times a
month. [Laughter]

But to give you an example of the sort of
range of what he has done and the difference
that he made for our country, it would be
impossible for me to describe to you the ex-
tent to which our partnership with Russia to
make the 21st century a better world for all
of our children has been facilitated by this
remarkable commission that he and Prime
Minister Chernomyrdin of Russia have. All
of the things they have worked on, all of the
problems they have worked out, all the prob-
lems they have avoided developing between
our two countries as we move into this period
of transition, it’s just been staggering.

And then he came back with no sleep, and
the first thing we did today was to have an
announcement that he helped to work out
in which the cellular telephone folks agreed
to give 50,000—just as a starter, not all—
50,000 free telephones to all the community
citizen patrols that are working with police
departments around the country so they can
call in and help prevent crimes and help deal
with medical emergencies. It’s an amazing
thing. So this is a lot better country than it
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